	ENQUIRY – Amazing Amazon
	Term 5 and 6 – Y4
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	ENQUIRY OVERVIEW
	BUILDING ON PRIOR LEARNING
	PREPARING FOR FUTURE LEARNING
	

	The children will consolidate their knowledge of the northern and southern hemispheres and learn about the tropics. They will use maps and atlases to locate and name the biomes and climate zones of the world. They will study South America identifying some key human and physical features. Children will explore the fascinating world of the rainforest -  They will learn about the layers of the rainforest, the natural resources found in the rainforest, and the creatures who are adapted to life in the rainforest. Additionally, they will look at human geography aspects including settlements, land use, economic activity and trade links that come from the rainforest. They will complete the unit by learning about how land use in the Amazon rainforest has changed over time.
	In years 2 and 3 the children will have named the 7 continents of the world and will be able to locate these on a map. The children will have completed an in depth study of Chembakolli in India





	In year 5 the children will continue to develop their knowledge of South America through studying the Maya civilisation.
They will also learn about physical features, including rivers and the trade opportunities they provide. 

	NC COVERAGE
	SEQUENCE OF KNOWLEDGE
	

	· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
· Identify the position and significance of Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.
· Describe and understand key aspects of: 
· Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains.
· Human geography, including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
	What is the significance of the hemispheres and the tropics?
Know the name of the continents and the oceans of the world. (Review from Year 2 and 3)
Identify the position and significance of the equator, northern and southern hemispheres (Review from Year 2) 
Locate the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn on a map. Identify continents and countries along these tropic lines.
Identify and locate the equator, tropics and different hemispheres of the world.
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
Vocab: Equator, Hemisphere, Cancer, Capricorn

Where is South America?
Locate South America on an atlas. Discuss key facts including their states, countries, capital cities and major landmarks.
Use world maps, atlases and globes to locate South America and its countries.
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
Vocab: Environmental, physical and human characteristics


How and why is the climate different in parts of the world? 
Use maps to identify the climate zones of the world.
Match continents to different climate zones.
Explain the relevance of location near to the Equator
Describe and understand the key aspect of climate zones

Vocab: Climate zones: Tropical, Arid (dry), Temperate, Mediterranean, Polar, Mountain, Continental

How do different climate zones result in different biomes? 
Know the different biomes of the world.
To recognise the key features of the different biomes (climate, animals, vegetation)
To understand the difference between climate zones and biomes.
Locate and describe the different biomes of the world.
Describe some aspects of physical geography including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.
Vocab: Biomes – tropical rainforest, temperate forest, desert, tundra, grassland, savannah, grassland, fresh water, marine. 

How is the physical geography of South America shaped by the biomes?
Explain and know the climate zones and biomes of South America. 
Describe and identify physical characteristics of South America including vegetation belts, rivers and mountains.
Vocab: tropical, temperate, arid, polar

Where is the Amazon rainforest and what is it like?
Know the different layers of the rainforest.
Describe some aspects of physical geography including vegetation belts and rivers.
Vocab: Emergent layer, canopy layer, understory layer, forest floor

What are the natural resources of the Amazon rainforest?
To know some of the natural resources that the Amazon produces.
Describe the different natural resources of the Amazon
Vocab: Resources, timber (mahogany and teak), medicines, freshwater, minerals (gold, iron ore)

What is the impact of the climate and Amazon biome in South America?
Know how the biomes impact on the vegetation and animal adaptation – hot and wet all year, dense trees with huge biodiversity.
Consider the human geography aspects that are impacted by the tropical climate and Amazon biome of South America:
Settlements: Very few large settlements, small villages along rivers, transport mostly by boats. 
Land use: Forestry, Farming clearings, protected national parks.
Economic activity: Logging, farming, tourism and research
Trade Links: Timber, beef, soy beans, minerals. Rivers help transport goods.
Locate and describe the different biomes of the world.
Describe some aspects of physical geography including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
Vocab: Settlements, transportation, clearings, tourism, logging


How has the land use of the Amazon rainforest changed over time?
Know that the Amazon is suffering from deforestation
Know that the number of people living in the Amazon rainforest is declining.
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
Vocab: Deforestation, population, increase/decrease, declining.
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	CONNECTIONS / DEEPENING IN OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM
	BY THE END OF THIS UNIT…

	
	By the end of this unit most children will be able to locate South America and where the continents are in relation to other places studied, the Equator, Northern and Southern Hemisphere and the Tropics and Cancer and Capricorn. The children will be able to use a range of maps, atlases and digital mapping to locate countries and features. The children will be able to name and locate some of the countries in South America and identify some of the human and physical features of the continent. The children will be able to define climate zones and biomes as well as naming some of these. They will be able to name the different layer of the Amazon Rainforest as well as being able to discuss the land use and distribution of natural resources. They will be able to explain how humans  impact on the natural environment. 
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