Supporting my child-activities and resources to use at home
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Here are a few activities to support developing vocabulary

· Keep a pocket dictionary to hand in your daily routine (available in your purse, pocket or car) so that you can look up new or unfamiliar words. Make a note of any which interest you, for later use. 
· As well as a dictionary have a thesaurus. When you write any kind of text, look at a word you use a lot and find at least one synonym you wouldn’t normally use. However, beware that the meaning of a word offered as a synonym can be subtly different, or that the word may also have other meanings. The best way to use a thesaurus in pursuit of new words is to combine it with a dictionary. 
· Don’t be afraid to ask for an explanation if someone uses an unfamiliar word. Obviously there will be some circumstances in which this isn’t appropriate, but mostly people will be quite happy to pass on the meaning. And this will be your first opportunity to use the new word in conversation. 
· Whenever you find a new word you want to make part of your vocabulary, make a point of using your new word three times on the day you learnt it. For the next two weeks try and use it most days and preferably every day. Use it when you write and when you speak. After two weeks, try to use it at least once every few days. 
· Use your imagination to construct mental scenarios which involve one or more of your chosen new words; perhaps because you need to speak the words as part of the scenario, or to describe something or someone within it. 
· Do crossword puzzles. Many Internet sites offer free daily crosswords. Play other word games such as Scrabble or Boggle. 
· The best way to increase your vocabulary is to read. A lot. You probably won’t take in a word the first time you read or hear it, it has been claimed that an average person has to be exposed to a new word at least eight times to properly remember it. Whenever you are reading with the goal of an expanded vocabulary in mind, make sure you choose a varied diet of reading sources (whether magazines, newspapers, other forms of print, or articles on the Internet). From time to time pick something to read which you wouldn’t normally look at. If you are willing to mark your books or magazines, circling or underlining a word will help fix it in your mind. 
· Make your own vocabulary book with pictures and new words that you have learnt, this will act as a visual reminder. 
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