Supporting my child-activities and resources to use at home
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Here are a few activities to support reading and spelling
Rainbow writing: 
Children to write over spellings several times in different colours saying each sound as they write. 
Mnemonics:
E.g. Because- big elephants can’t always use small exits 
Letter patterns: 
Group words with similar patterns e.g. should, would, could. 
Visualisation: 
Write the spelling onto a card using a colour, raise up in front of your face and look at the picture using ‘mind’s eye’. Then imagine the word written on the wall. Finger trace the word on a table.  
Picture association:
Ask child to create a picture to show spelling patterns e.g. ai sound
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Video memory
Make up a story about the letters in a word and act it out. 
Look, cover write, check

Good websites for supporting phonics and reading development
· http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase%206%20menu.htm
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/literacy.shtml- a range of games to promote reading and spelling 
· http://www.starfall.com/n/level-a/learn-to-read/play.htm?f- a range of activities and games introducing key sounds
· http://www.ictgames.com/hybrid.html- word searches using common spelling patterns
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks1bitesize/literacy/phonics/fs.shtml- word building using common spelling patterns
· http://www.northwood.org.uk/phonics.htm- a range of common spelling patterns
· http://www.ictgames.com/plankgame.html- reading the first 200 keywords 
· [image: http://www.teachersandfamilies.com/open/tr/pair%20reading.jpg]http://www.ictgames.com/lcwc.html - useful for helping to learn spellings of the week or 1st 100 as you can add your own spellings 
· signed 
Reading
Use Picture Clues
· Look at the picture. 
· Are there people, objects, or actions in the picture that might make sense in the sentence? 
Sound Out the Word
· Start with the first letter, and say each sound individually
· Blend the sounds together and try to say the word. Does the word make sense in the sentence? 
Look for Chunks in the Word
· Look for familiar letter chunks. They may be sound/symbols, prefixes, suffixes, endings, whole words, or base words. 
· Read each chunk by itself. Then blend the chunks together and sound out the word. Does that word make sense in the sentence? 
Reread the Sentence
· Read the sentence more than once. 
· Think about what word might make sense in the sentence. Try the word and see if the sentence makes sense. 
Keep Reading
· Read past the unfamiliar word and look for clues. 
· If the word is repeated, compare the second sentence to the first. What word might make sense in both? 
Use Prior Knowledge
· Think about what you know about the subject of the book, paragraph, or sentence. 
· Do you know anything that might make sense in the sentence? Read the sentence with the word to see if it makes sense.
Paired reading
· Begin to read and read only the words that you are familiar with asking an adult to read the words that are unfamiliar. Can you try to read three unfamiliar words per page? 
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